
NATIONAL SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAF 
BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING MINUTES 

RED LION ON THE RIVER – JANTZEN MEETING ROOM 
PORTLAND, OREGON 

AUGUST 5, 2010 
 

 
ROLL CALL:  Valentine Wojton, III, NSAD Commissioner; Pat Kinast, NSAD Treasurer; Kevin Ryan, NSAD 
Softball Information Director; Jeff Cucinotta, CAAD Representative; Frank Alnutt, ESAD Commissioner; 
Mark Corson, FAAD Commissioner; Paige Thompson-Matzker, MAAD Commissioner; Saul Gevarter, 
NWSAD Commissioner; Darin Clauson, SSAD Commissioner; and Sheri Mize, SWAAD Representative.  
Absence:  NEAAD Commissioner; Excused:  Vance Rewolinski, NWSAD Tournament Director, to oversee 
the Billiards Tournament; Observers:  Jeff Salit, Scott Bradley, James Leek and Franklin Johnston. 
 
Val Wojton called the meeting to order at 8:22 p.m. with expression of appreciation for those willingness and 
understanding to reschedule the Board of Director’s meeting several hours due to his delayed flight. 
 
Prior to his report, Val was asked to clarify in regards to the regional commissioner’s lack of attendance as 
mandated in the NSAD bylaws and how it should be regulated.  It was approached and as a result was 
reiterated that it has been practiced for several years without any reprimand of any kind.  Val took this back 
that it was the case and yet agreed the same time this should have been mandated and will assure this be 
adhere to from thereon with no exceptions. 
 
Paige Thompson-Matzker clarified that in accordance with the Robert Rule’s of Order Newly Revised, 10th 
edition, page 436, line 14-19 “Temporary Occupants of the Chair” that allows such circumstances under 
which that may be used with regards to those unable to attend the meeting and that this ruling can be 
applied to such as discussed henceforth as temporary occupants in place of regional commissioner. 
 
Mark Corson also added that this should be as in kind and that NSAD should allow such flexibility as in 
common sense as as long as NSAD stressed its importance to have a full attendance meeting. 
 
NSAD COMMISSIONER’S REPORT:  Val gave summary report from the recent Executive board meeting to 
recommend as follows: 
 

• To purchase battery chargers for the laptops 
• To move Bracketology to Coaches Meeting 

 
Val Wojton wants it to be acknowledged of his deep appreciation for Paige’s time and commitment chairing 
the NSAD Law Committee.  The Law Committee has spent countless numerous hours covering all 
proposals from several years back and reviewing to be ascertaining all past Law Committee referrals have 
been addressed to the Law Committee for proposals. 
 
While he also emphasized at the same time, it was a learning process for all the officers involved to keep up 
with the parliamentary procedures and review how the past meeting were conducted.  It was further 
reviewed that all motions from the Executive Board (EB) and Board of Director’s (BOD) meetings should be 
considered as “recommendations” rather than motions with exception motions can be made at the EB and 
BOD and to be ratified by a majority vote at the Annual Softball Council meeting.  Motions can be made at 
the Executive Board meeting if it does not constitute changes in the bylaws, i.e.; such as getting battery 
charger for the laptops, et al. 
 
Val reported that the Executive Board has been shared and informed of a possible domestic issue this 
weekend in any case safety issues need be addressed. 
 
2011 tournament site has yet been determined due to recreational parks’ applications can only be submitted 
at the beginning of each requested year.  Although, two possible tournament sites are being considered for 
San Antonio, TX and Baltimore, MD which will be determined/announced at a late date after site inspections.  
Val reported that the Executive Board took a break in between meeting last March 2010 to take a side trip to 
tour the site at San Antonio and was vastly impressed with the complex with 6 fenced fields, sand volleyball 
court, swimming pool and impressive food courts.  The rest will be remained to be seen after inspections 
and to be announced early of next year. 
 



NSAD TREASURER’S REPORT:  Pat Kinast reported in conjunction with Val’s earlier comments that 
according to NSAD financial report showed a previous balance of $31,864.93 as of last Executive Board 
meeting on 03-27-2010 and today’s balance of $30,726.10 excluding this tournament weekend. 
 
Reported that his CPA has finally gotten the past financial reports done and assisted NSAD in writing to the 
IRS 501(c)3 along with the IRS 990 forms.  Requested NSAD to be waived of the fines due to officers on a 
voluntary basis receiving compensations for their work rather than being classified as paid employees. 
 
Pat received letter from IRS at former secretary’s mailbox granting the NSAD’s request for filing extension.  
He will review to make sure the officer’s names and addresses are updated with the IRS as well.  It was also 
recommended to check with the State of Incorporation office so all correspondences will be mailed to the 
updated correct address. 
 
While doing financial reports, he also did the team statistics and pointed out the differences from last year to 
this year resulting in last year’s 85 teams to this year of 73 teams showing a 14% less this year.  It was also 
shown that out of 85 teams last year, 48 teams entered the national tournament.  Pat reported this year’s 
financial report different from past years due to allocating funds for the Law Committee which was budgeted 
for $5K and yet only $2,400 were spent for the Law Committee expenses as well as paying $3K for CPA’s 
work. 
 
Pat reported that while NSAD paid $3K for CPA, it was also recommended that he seek ways and means to 
trim the costs by doing own IRS 990 reports with the assistance of other deaf leaders who have had 
experiences with the IRS 990s Forms as i.e. Bruce Beston and Brian Fruits.  Further explorations will be 
done to seek avenues to save CPA’s fees. 
 
Paige Thompson-Matzker inquired if the financial report has been audited as it indicated 3 auditors would do 
it.  Pat regrets that he was not able to do so due to pressed time working with the CPA to get this report filed 
with the IRS prior to deadline.  Mark Corson stressed that this financial report can be verbally reported and 
have it audited when ready.  Mark also reported that he is pleased to see the works of the financial reports 
and that the $3K spent for CPA’s accountant work is well worth the investment and he suggested to post the 
financial reports on the website which will assure the NSAD supporters/fans/members be at eased to view 
how the NSAD organization operates. 
 
Darin Clauson questioned while reviewing the IRS forms in regards to the $270.00 bank fees and the $17K 
travel expenses and how that entails to such breakdowns.  While it was mentioned that the IRS merely just 
want the expense reports to be summarized excluding the details, yet Pat Kinast does not have the details 
but will be encouraged to review and provide breakdowns at a later date. 
 
Lastly, Pat reported that the insurance coverage has increased from $2,146.00 to $3,800.00 believing the 
increases was due to adding different rider on the policy.  This is something to consider how this will affect 
NSAD budgets and whether change of fees should be applied to. 
 
NSAD SOFTBALL INFORMATION DIRECTOR:  Kevin Ryan reported the current softball statistics has 
been updated and verified to provide easier information for Hall of Fames and All-Stars information following 
tournaments.  He is pleased with the statistics being in top quality form.  Frank Allnut questioned on the 
definition of the statistics and what is considered as top quality as contradicted that upon conclusion of every 
tournament, they would often see the stats full of errors and being told it would be corrected later date only 
to find it still remains unresolved and how to cease from happening again for this has been ongoing issues 
for years and consider the stats as worthless.  Kevin Ryan acknowledges that for various reasons that 
being: 1) that he has no control of the umpire calls; 2) opposing team’s stats sheets do not compare to those 
of the other team scorebooks; 3) lack of feedbacks from the scorekeepers to edit the scoresheets; 4) lack of 
proofreaders and typos.  Efforts have been striven to improve every year by working closely with his stats 
crews and inside people to aim to get the correct information in every way possible.  Kevin also mentioned 
that he believed despite some lost data from former Softball Information Directors, he has been successful 
to recover some data and be able to incorporate with the current statistics that has taken up some 
considerate time to do so. 
 
Saul Gevarter questioned how the All-Stars voting selection procedures would be done this weekend and 
what criteria would it take to be selected All-Stars.  Kevin indicated that it would be break down for the All 
Star (All Tournament) selections as to be determined by the coaches for the top 5 teams and the 
breakdowns shall be 5 player from the Championship team, 4 players from Runner-Ups, 3 players from 3rd 
place, 2 players from 4th place, and a player from 5th place (in accordance with 09-EB-12).  This is revised 



from the earlier motion that being 4 players from Championship team, 4 players from Runner Up, 3 players 
from 3rd place, 2 players from the 4th place and one from each 5th and 6th team with remaining trophies be 
selected randomly from the top teams (in accordance with 09-EB-03). 
 
Open discussion and concerns were held in regards to the abovementioned motions that it has yet been 
ratified and should be brought forth to the Softball Council meting for majority vote. It was agreed to follow 
current rulings and refer the latter motions to the Softball Council meeting. 
 
REGIONAL REPRESENATIVE REPORTS:  To be detailed in the Press Box report to reduce redundancy; 
though the consensus along with the regional commissioner’s concerns wished to be addressed in the 
meeting are: 
 

• Free Agents which should be modified in order to maintain control of players within the 
regional teams; 

• A need to clarify the CODA certification through the CODA International application/fees; 
• Free State membership fees, i.e., Alabama (SSAD); and 
• Ongoing difficulties to line up the tournament sites in advance due to recreational parks 

reservations every beginning of the year prior to the requested tournament year. 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S RECOMMENDATIONS TO BE REFERRED TO SOFTBALL COUNCIL: 
 

• To revise Rules and Regulations, Article 1 - Eligibility Rules, Section 2 - Team Eligibility Rules 
o 2.5 NSAD shall allow Free Agents:  Men: 1 under 40 years old; 1 over 40 years old and 

unlimited over 45 years old 
 

• To revise Rules and Regulations, Article 1 - Eligibility Rules, Section 3 - Players Eligibility Rules 
o Remove first sentence – No hearing person shall be allowed to play on any NSAD 

member club’s teams in any regional or national tournament.  Teams desiring to have 
hearing coaches shall be permitted to do so. 

 
• Revise Rules and Regulations, Article 1 - Eligibility Rules, Section 2 - Team Eligibility Rules 

o 2.6  2 CODAS and 2 SODAs is allowed per team. 
 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 10:36 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 
 
Nancy K. Opheikens 
Pro-Tem Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�
�
�


